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Revelation - CovcC 2009


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Past, Present, or Future? – Has Revelation been fulfilled?
The Old Testament – Revelation uses over 350+ references to the OT
Rome and God’s People
Roman Empire – The Sea Beast (13:1-10) – Military and civil power
Roman Empire – Earth Beast (13:11-18) – False religious system
Prostitute and the City (17:1,18; 18) – Rome as a leading commercial power
People of God – 144K are Sealed – Sum total of God’s people.
A Woman, A City, and Witnesses
Glorious Woman (12:1-17) – The people of God as a single unit.
Woman’s Seed (12:17) – God’s People as Individuals
Glorious City (21:2-22:5) – People of God, Contrasted to evil city (chap 18)
Two witnesses – People of God
The Serpent and The Christ
Devil as a Seven-Headed Beast (12:3-4)
Devil as a Fallen Star (9:1-2, 11)
Jesus Christ as the Church’s Leader (19:11-16)
Jesus Christ as the Resurrected Lord (1:17-18)
Jesus Christ as the Faithful Witness (1:5; 19:11)
Jesus Christ as King of Kings (17:14; 19:16)
Jesus Christ as the Redeemer from Sin (1:5; 5:9)
Seals, Trumpets, and Bowls
1.  Seals(5:1-5, 9; 7:1-8), 
2.  Trumpets (8:2), 
Bowls (16:1-21)
3.  Measuring the Temple (11:1-2); 
4.  Lake of Fire (19:20; 20:14-15)
Armageddon, New Jerusalem
5.  New Heaven and New Earth (21:1)
6.  New Glorious Jerusalem (21:2,9)
7.  Home in the Wilderness (12:6, 14)
8.  Armageddon (16:12-16)
Numbers and Their Message
Chapters 1-10 (Two Lessons)
Chapters 11-22 (Two Lessons)
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oter 1 — Christ Among Lamp Stands

oters 2 & 3 — Letters to the Seven Churches
pters 4 & 5 — The Throne Scene

pter 6 — The Opening of the Seals

pter 7 — Interlude — God Knows His People
pter 8 — Seventh Seal, The Trumpets

pter 9 — Trumpets 5 & 6 (Three Woes)

pter 10 — Interlude — Angel and Little Book
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“SHORTLY TAKE PLACE”
—1:1 — Must shortly come to pass

—1:3 - ... for the time Is near

—22:6 — Must shortly take place

—22.7 — Behold, | come quickly

—22:10 - Time Is at hand

—22:12 — | am coming quickly

—22:20 — Surely 1 am coming quickly
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From Revelation 1:1,4

GOD and Holy Spirit

}

CHRIST

}

ANGEL

}

JOHN
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Revelation (unveiling) from God concerns things that are soon to transpire because the time was near. It came from the triune God (1:4) and it came to John while he was in prison. Precisely how he ended up there we’re not sure. Was there some local tyrant that vented his spite rather than some official policy? Who knows but it worked out that he was there to receive the Revelation (1:9). His first vision is the resurrected Lord who twice tells him to record everything he sees and that includes the commission to write it down (1:11,19).
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John’s “In the Spirit” Visions
* Vision One (1:9 — 3:22) — Island of Patmos
— The Lord Among the Lamp Stands
e Vision Two (4:1 -16:21) — “Heaven”
— The Lord and the World

e Vision Three (17:1 - 21:8) — “Wilderness”
— The Lord and the Deuvil

 Vision Four (21:9 - 22:5) — “High Mountain”
— The Lord and His Own
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Clothed like the Son of Man (13) — Human Form
Clothed with a long garment (13) — Rank

Golden girdle about His breast (13) — Royal Rank
Head and hair are white as wool (14) — Holiness
Eyes like a flame of fire — Penetrating

Feet like fine brass burned in a furnace — Strength
Voice like many waters — Overwhelming

Revelation - CovcC 2009


Presenter
Presentation Notes
A. “Like the Son of Man” - (13) Human form.   He became nothing less than the title for the Messiah.
Phil 2:5-8 - Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,  6  who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God,  7  but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.  8  And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.
1.  In Daniel it expressed Messiahship Dan 7:13; 8:17)
2.  It half concealed His secret
It gave connection to all of man in sympathy, fortunes, and destiny.
 B. “Clothed in White Garment down to the foot” - (13)  The long garment depicts the royalty and monarchical dignity of Christ, priestly attire (Ex. 28:4, 39:29).  Signs of rank.  
Dan 7:9 - "I watched till thrones were put in place, And the Ancient of Days was seated; His garment was white as snow, And the hair of His head was like pure wool. His throne was a fiery flame, Its wheels a burning fire;
C.  “Golden Girdle” - (13) Signifies high or royal rank.  Jesus is the divine messenger, and priest. (Isa 11:5)
D.  “Head and hairs white as snow” - (14) Holiness and divine purity, descriptive of God in;  (Isa 1:18
E.  “Eyes as a flame of fire’ - (14) Bright, sharp, penetrating, omniscience, giving divine knowledge.  He knows the thoughts and the heart
F.  “Feet were like fine brass fashioned in a furnace” - (15) Strength, strong, able to tread down all opposition.  When the Lord comes, He will tread underfoot and turn to ashes all that His feet touch  (Ezek 1:7; Mal 3:5; Mic. 4:13)
G. Voice as sound of many water” - (15) Authority over many people, Overwhelming, commanding attention. Niagara Falls - Strong, cant resist, point of no return. (Ezek 1:24; Ezek 43:2; Dan 10:6



Aty g b s g din s 5
&*;tﬁ?ﬁjﬁ)\?\"hwl v*:ﬁ“v}im“ﬂ“ﬂ wrthdia gl
;B sy, B waThReaien ol guian,

= 1 lac 53 o Ve ¥

‘- ] 1 f - v ¥ - ".( -

» . T & . ) B
.-:Ii, U‘. oy \‘,_i"i i M ’1 .. 2y
A ;:_'.:.. ‘g&. = ,.- ';:’. o) e A1 =

=

f).o5%

e He is the Alpha and the Omega — Beginning/End
e He is the First and the Last — He is God
e Had seven stars in His right hand — Authority
e Sharp two-edged sword in His mouth — Judgment
e Face as the sun shines in its strength — Glory
 He is the Living One — Resurrected Lord
* He has the keys of Hades and death ...

Don’t Be Afraid!

Revelation - CovcC 2009


Presenter
Presentation Notes
A.  “Alpha and the Omega” - (11) The Beginning and the end.  The first and last letters .  The Past - Present - and Future.  Prefaced by “who is was and is to come” and it identified Him as Yahweh.
Yahweh – is the personal name of Jehovah
Yahweh – is made up of the Hebrew elements comprising the past, present, and future tenses of the verb “to be”.  It is like saying “the one who has always been, is now, and will forever be”
B. “the First and the Last” - (11)  Indicates that Jesus is always present, that He is there when we begin the Christian life, and that He is there when we come to its close.  This phrase is used three times in Revelation and three times in Isaiah (41:4; 44:6; 48:12) each time in Isaiah it assured Judah of God that He was able to drive out His enemies and redeem His people. (Dan 19:4-11: Isa 44:6-7)
Isa 44:4-6 – he says “I am the first and the last and besides Me there is no God”
This would be extremely important for those who were being forced to say that Domitian was god.
C.  “Seven stars in His hand” - (16) Has all authority over the churches (Rev 1:20)
D.  “Out of His mouth went a  sharp two edged sword” - Portrays righteous judgment, word of truth He is ready to do battle and declare war. (Heb 4:12)
E.  “His countenance was like the sun shining in its strength” - Heavenly glory and majesty Countenance = appearance. (Heb 1:3; Matt 17:2) Matt 17:2- and He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became as white as the light.

How does this image of God / Jesus fit the picture most people have of God?
Most think of Him as tender and loving, and full of mercy.
While God is tender, and loving, and merciful - This image that John paints for us shows a God ready to punish, to judge, and destroy.

Vs 17 - John trembles at what he sees.
Heb 13:5-6 – what can man do to me?
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Any interpretation which does not take into account the desperate needs of the first readers must be rejected!

WHY WERE CHRISTIANS BEING PERSECUTED?
Christianity was an illegal religion – it tried to convert.  The Romans tolerated the religions of conquered lands.
It aspired to Universality – Christians felt the church was more important than the state.
It was an exclusive religion – Christians would not mingle freely with the heathen lifestyle.
They were accused of all sorts of evil (cannibals)
Recruited mainly from the poor and outcast.
Refused to compromise
Viewed as fanatics
Conflicted with interests of Roman Priests
Refused to worship the emperor.

QUESTION: Were there any other churches in Asia Minor? Hierapolis, Colossae
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Eac etter shares a_/-part pattern

Salutation “To the angel ...”
Christ’s Description

Commendation “I know ...”
Condemnation “... things against you”
Counsel: change (if - ) continue (if +)

Promise: overcome and | will give
Invitation “He who has an ear ...”
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Together, these seven churches are
seen as representative examples
of the good and bad attributes of

the churches of that day

Question: can these attributes be
applied to today’s churches?
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 The Radiance of He who sat on the throne
— Jasper - Crystal Clear (Holy)
— Sardius - Red (Righteous Judgment)
— Emerald Rainbow — (God’s Mercy)
e 7/ lamps of fire that are the 7 Spirits of God

— Holy Spirit: omniscient revealer of
truth/wisdom

 Four Living Creatures
— Possibly cherubim who execute God’s will
o 24 Elders
— Eternal Priesthood (2 Chronicles 24:7-18)
— 12 Patriarchs + 12 Apostles = God’s People
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Chapters 4 and 5 go together. They are placed at the beginning to assure the saints that despite what they hear after this, everything is going to be all right. The throne that rules the universe is not in Rome, Italy where the emperors reside. The world is ruled from heaven and heaven is open to the people of God (4:1-2) who in Revelation are called "those that dwell in heaven" (12:12; 13:6 and see Philippians 3:20). Note that those who are allied to and worship the beast are said to be "dwellers on the earth" (13:8,12 and14). Around the throne there is a rainbow (see Genesis 9:12-16) and there, too, are the living creatures (the cherubim) that are the executors of God retributive justice (see Ezekiel chapter 1 and elsewhere). The Church is there, represented by twenty-four elders dressed in priestly white. They are crowned with stephanoi, crowns of the over-comer, rather than diadems and they reign with God (see 3:5,21 and 4:4). 
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e God iIs worthy to be worshiped!
— He i1s holy
— He i1s almighty
— He has always existed
— He will always exist
e God Recelves all glory, honor, and power
— Because He created all things
— All things exist because He wills it so
e Therefore GOD IS IN CONTROL!!!
— He created Rome, and He can destroy Rome

14
Revelation - CovcC 2009


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Church is there, represented by twenty-four elders dressed in priestly white. They are crowned with stephanoi, crowns of the overcomer, rather than diadems and they reign with God (see 3:5,21 and 4:4). 

Verses 8-11 we have the first scene of praise songs being offered to God and/or the Christ (as the Lamb).
Notice that the living creatures begin the singing, then the 24 elders continue after genuflecting and casting down their crowns.
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« Scroll (little book) full of vital information
— No one “worthy” to open

—John cries - God’s justice, and saints’
destiny will not be revealed

e The “Lion” / “Lamb” has “Overcome”
— Christ congquered, prevailed and IS worthy
— Christ defeated Satan

— He and only He can open the seals and
reveal God’s will for His people

Revelation - CovcC 2009
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Chapter 4 has God as Creator and chapter 5 has God as Redeemer (see 5:6). In the middle of the throne that rules the world is the self-giving Lord in the image of a Lamb. The Lamb bears the marks of having been slain and yet it is standing and reveals the immediate destiny of the saints by removing the seals from "the little book"(5:1-5). 
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The Seven-fold Attributes (5:12,13)
e Power - Authority

* Riches - Unsearchable Spiritual Riches
e Wisdom — Infinite and Eternal

e Strength — Omnipotent Ability

e Honor - Integrity

e Glory - Perfection

» Blessing - Worthy of Praise
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Then a song of praise goes up and redemption is acknowledged (5:9-12). Look at vv. 11, 13a and list who all is singing.
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napter 1 — Christ Among Lamp Stands
napters 2 & 3 — Letters to the Seven Churches
napters 4 & 5 — The Throne Scene

pter 6 — The Opening of the Seals

napter 7 — Interlude: God Knows His People
napter 8 — Seventh Seal, The Trumpets

napter 9 — Trumpets 5 & 6 (Three Woes)
napter 10 — Interlude: Angel and Little Book
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Suggestion: Review Lesson Six
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8 ChaPtcrs 1-10 (—r WO Lcssons) Putting it
10O. Chaptcrs 11-22 (—r WO Lcssons) Together
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Past, Present, or Future? – Has Revelation been fulfilled?
The Old Testament – Revelation uses over 350+ references to the OT
Rome and God’s People
Roman Empire – The Sea Beast (13:1-10) – Military and civil power
Roman Empire – Earth Beast (13:11-18) – False religious system
Prostitute and the City (17:1,18; 18) – Rome as a leading commercial power
People of God – 144K are Sealed – Sum total of God’s people.
A Woman, A City, and Witnesses
Glorious Woman (12:1-17) – The people of God as a single unit.
Woman’s Seed (12:17) – God’s People as Individuals
Glorious City (21:2-22:5) – People of God, Contrasted to evil city (chap 18)
Two witnesses – People of God
The Serpent and The Christ
Devil as a Seven-Headed Beast (12:3-4)
Devil as a Fallen Star (9:1-2, 11)
Jesus Christ as the Church’s Leader (19:11-16)
Jesus Christ as the Resurrected Lord (1:17-18)
Jesus Christ as the Faithful Witness (1:5; 19:11)
Jesus Christ as King of Kings (17:14; 19:16)
Jesus Christ as the Redeemer from Sin (1:5; 5:9)
Seals, Trumpets, and Bowls
1.  Seals(5:1-5, 9; 7:1-8), 
2.  Trumpets (8:2), 
Bowls (16:1-21)
3.  Measuring the Temple (11:1-2); 
4.  Lake of Fire (19:20; 20:14-15)
Armageddon, New Jerusalem
5.  New Heaven and New Earth (21:1)
6.  New Glorious Jerusalem (21:2,9)
7.  Home in the Wilderness (12:6, 14)
8.  Armageddon (16:12-16)
Numbers and Their Message
Chapters 1-10 (Two Lessons)
Chapters 11-22 (Two Lessons)
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napter 1 — Christ Among Lamp Stands
napters 2 & 3 — Letters to the Seven Churches
napters 4 & 5 — The Throne Scene

pter 6 — The Opening of the Seals

napter 7 — Interlude: God Knows His People
napter 8 — Seventh Seal, The Trumpets

napter 9 — Trumpets 5 & 6 (Three Woes)
napter 10 — Interlude: Angel and Little Book
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THE SEVEN SEALS (REV. 6 & 7)

'WHITE HORSE Anti-Christ  |PARTHIANS| ROME CHRIST
Militarism | Conquest | The Gospel
" RED HORSE War War External | Persecution
Invasion
BLACK HORSE Famine Food Internal | Economic
Rationing | Corruption | Hardship
" PALE HORSE Death Judgment | Natural Common
Calamity Woes
MARTYRS = I |"The" Tribulation | Killed Internal Killed
T!T Christians Unrest | Christians
' EARTHQUAKE Catastrophes | Judgment | Natural God's
Calamity | Judgments



Presenter
Presentation Notes
SLIDE EXPLANATION: the third column shows the Premillenial interpretation of the first six seals (Walvoord, Lindsey, Ryrie, Schofield, Darby, Pentecost). The fourth column shows the interpretation favored by McGuiggan and Summers, and the fifth column that likely favored by Wallace and Ogden (Ogden supports the pre-70 AD date of authorship). The last column is adjudged to be the most consistent with the context of this passage and the book in general, and is that favored by Hailey, Hendrickson, and Jonas. 
Remember that to remove seals from a document (a scroll) is to reveal the contents of that book. The removal of the first seal reveals Jesus Christ as a warrior going forth conquering and to conquer (6:2). Only the "good guys" in the book of Revelation wear white or ride white horses. In the whole book of Revelation only one other white horse is singled out and its rider is the Word of God (19:11) and he leads his followers on white horses (19:14). So whatever else is revealed when the seals are ripped off, everything is going to be okay.
The second, third, and fourth seals are torn away and they show great trouble that is soon to begin. The seals reveal that war, Death and Hades will slay many people using the sword, famine, plague and wild beasts (6:3-8). But Ezekiel calls these destroying elements, the "four sore judgments of God" (14:21). So these awful events are not just "bad luck" and while evil people are involved in bringing them about they are the holy judgments of God. So in the face of these the saints are still to trust because in the course of this trial on the earth many believers would die (6:9) and these are shown under the fifth seal with a question for God. The question is: would the ungodly get away with it? The righteous are called to be patient until God fulfils his purpose through the evil ones (6:11) since God would render judgment that would right all wrongs. This judgment is shown under the sixth seal (6:12-17). Between the sixth and seventh seal we will see the other kind of “sealing” as God assures His people.
GOD IS IN CONTROL – BUT THE INNOCENT MAY STILL SUFFER.  When He sends judgment, some will die, some will forsake Him, but God is in control – Trust in Him!
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* An earthquake and all kinds of cosmic
disturbances indicate judgment Is coming

e All the earth dwellers seek to hide from “He
who sits on the throne and from the wrath of
the Lamb”

 Who Is able to stand? (reference 6:17)

» Before the seventh seal iIs revealed God’s
people are assured during an Interlude

24
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Under the sixth seal a horrific judgment is to come on the earth. 
In chapter 7 the people of God are assured that they are exempt from the judgment. Here is a pattern that exists throughout the book of Revelation. Because the saints are to face a profoundly trying time they are given numerous visions to assure them that they are safe in God’s hands (notice this in the outline). These assurance visions are given as INTERLUDES in the flow of the narrative. We will see in the next slide’s outline of chapter 7, and the first few verses of chapter 8, that this particular Interlude indicates it is the people of God that can stand.
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* An angel calls for time for sealing 7:1-3
 The number of the sealed ones 7:4-8
« A great multitude and the angels and the elders
and the four living creatures all worship God
and the Lamb 7:9-12
* The great multitude identified 7:13-17
e Opening of the 7th seal 8:1-5
8:1-2 Seventh seal opened, silence in heaven
8:3-5 Incense on the altar, coals from the altar
* Prayers of the Saints are heard
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
God’s people are not exempt from the pain that is generated by the judgment. It would be helpful if you went back and refreshed your mind about the 144,000 in Lesson 2. The sixth seal closes with the question in 6:17, "Who is able to stand?" and chapter 7 answers, "Those who are God’s and wear his mark.“ God’s people are exempt from judgment. God’s people will suffer, but, the righteous are not being judged.
7:1-3 An angel calls for time for sealing
7:4-8 The number of the sealed ones
7:9-12 A great multitude--and the angels and the elders and the four living creatures--worship God and the Lamb
7:13-17 The great multitude identified (notice the 144,000 and the great multitude are the same group under different descriptions)
Opening of the 7th seal 8:1-5
 8:1-2 Seventh seal opened, silence in heaven
 8:3-5 Incense on the altar, coals from the altar
Prayers of the Saints are heard 
So the judgment is announced and now it begins with the trumpets.
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THE SEVEN TRUMPETS

TRUMPET

WHAT HAPPENS?

REPRESENTS?

TRUMPET #1 (8:7)

Hail and Fire, Mingled With Blood
They were thrown down to earth
1/3 of the trees & grass burn up

Food Supply Destroyed
Material & Physical destroyed
Hail destroys Gods enemies
God demands Blood for Blood

TRUMPET #2 (8:8-9)

Great Mt. Burns & is thrown into sea
1/3 of sea became blood

1/3 of the sea creatures died

1/3 of ships destroyed

Denotes fall of great gowt.

Jer. 51:25 - Babylon destroyed
Psa 46:2 - Christians - no fear
Commerce, Economy Struck

TRUMPET #3 (8:10-1)

Great Star fell on 1/3 of inland waters
Star is named Wormwood
Wormwood made the water bitter
Many men died

Fresh water supply attacked
Star = Fallen Ruler (Isa 14:12)
Star = God controls everything
Wormwood Suffering for Evil
Jer 23:15 - Rebellious

=
=
(=,
-,

TRUMPET #4 (8:12)

1/3 of Sun, Moon, & Stars are struck
1/3 of them are darkened
1/3 of day did not shine, or night

Heavenly Bodies Struck

Light = Understanding
Darkness = No Understanding
God's Judgment



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The seventh seal reveals seven trumpets. These are warning judgments. And as the seventh seal contains the seven trumpets so the seventh trumpet will contain the seven bowls (8:1 and 10:7). The trumpets take the form of plagues and we’re reminded of the plagues that fell on Egypt when God warned them to let his people go free. (See this discussed in lesson 6.) 
As we flip back and forth between the two Trumpet slides, what do you notice is fairly consistent about the character of the first 4 to 6 trumpets? Notice that each of the calamities seems to be modified by the proportion “1/3” indicating that these judgments are warnings as stated earlier. This is most definitely consistent with God’s patient treatment of a disobedient Israel and Judah, as well as, the nations that persecuted them. 
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THE SEVEN TRUMPETS

TRUMPET

WHAT HAPPENS?

REPRESENTS?

TRUMPET #5 (9:112)

Star falls from Heaven

He (Star) is given key to pit

Smoke comes out - Darkens Sun / Air
Locusts as scorpions come out of pit
Harm only those without Seal of God
Men desire to die, tormented 5 mos.
Their King is named "DESTROYER"

Satan, the deceiver of men

Pit = Lower depths of evil
Blindness, deception, delusion
The hurt, pain assoc. with Sin
God's people are protected
Incompleteness, partial jdgmt
Satan (John 8:44)

TRUMPET #6 (9:6-21)

Angels at Euphrates are released
1/3 of Mankind are killed

Cavalry of 200,000,000 soldiers
Breastplates -Red, Blue, Yellow

Euphrates= Threat, Military
External Attack (Parthians)
Under God's Control

An Awesome number!!
God's wrath, punishment

TRUMPET #7 (1115

Loud voices in heaven
24 Elders worshipped God
Praise is given to God for His Jdgmt

Eruption of Joy
Victory is Ours!!!
The Lord will take Vengeance



Presenter
Presentation Notes
But, as in the case of Egypt, so it is with Rome.  They did not repent despite the warning judgments (9:21). 
Notice, again, the inclusion of an Interlude between sixth and seventh. The exception in this case is that John does not does not first receive a vision of assurance for God’s people. 
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 Prior to the sounding of the 7t Trumpet
e 10:1-4 The Little Book & the Seven Thunders
e 10:5-7 Warning: Judgment is at hand
—will come soon
—when the 7th trumpet sounds
e 10:8-11 John to eat the little book (bittersweet)
— He must prophesy again concerning many

peoples, nations, tongues and kings
« Compare with Isalah 6 message to Israel
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Presentation Notes
Since Rome and its allies won’t repent they will be warned no more (10:6). A mighty angel has a new commission for John. The commissioning takes the form of eating a book (10:8-11 and see Ezekiel 2:8—3:3). He is to tell his message of judgment wherever he goes through the whole Roman world and to its allies. Isaiah in chapter 6 had a similar message to carry to Israel—a message of judgment that would be preached until cities were devastated. 
The Interlude will continue in our next lesson, when we begin with the Two Witnesses, whom we have come to know as …? (The Church at Work.)
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napter 1 — Christ Among Lamp Stands
napters 2 & 3 — Letters to the Seven Churches
napters 4 & 5 — The Throne Scene

pter 6 — The Opening of the Seals

napter 7 — Interlude: God Knows His People
napter 8 — Seventh Seal, The Trumpets

napter 9 — Trumpets 5 & 6 (Three Woes)
napter 10 — Interlude: Angel and Little Book
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