SERVICE SCHEDULE for November 24, 2013
Announcements for the Week
Andy Dobbs
Morning Service
Evening Service
Prayer- Dan Buselmeier
Prayer- John Paul Baker
Song Leader- Marshall Irvin
Song Leader- Roger German
Communion:
-- Comments – Andy Fuller
Comments – Bill McIlvain
-- Assisting – Kevin Criswell
Serving – Darryl Griffing
-- Assisting – Alex Tucker
-- Assisting – Matt Fuller
-- Assisting – Andrew Johnson
Scripture– Gary Goddard
Scripture – Gary Goddard
Closing Prayer- David Johnson
Closing Prayer- Jay Dobbs
Wednesday Night – November 27, 2013
First Prayer– Andy Fuller
Song Leader – John Paul Baker
Invitation – Jason LaChappelle
Closing Prayer – David Fuller
November 24 Sunday Evening Preaching – Jason LaChappelle
Upcoming Assignments
December
1
8

Communion
Carr
Dobbs

Cleaning
Davidson, Hudson, Stone, Denney
Dobbs, Bailey, Fuller, LaChappelle

The Steps That Lead to Eternal Salvation:
• Hear the gospel, for that is how faith comes (Rom. 10:17;
John 20:30,31)
• Believe in the deity of Christ (John 8:24; John 3:18)
• Repent of your sins (Luke 13:5; Acts 17:30)
• Confess faith in Christ (Rom. 10:9,10; Acts 8:36-38)
• Be baptized in water for the remission of sins (Mark 16:16;
Acts 2:38; 22:16; Rom. 6:3,4; Gal. 3:26,27; 1 Pet. 3:21)
• Continue in the faith; for, if not, salvation can be lost
(Heb. 10:36-39; Rev. 2:10; 2 Pet. 2:20-22).
Schedule of Services
Sunday: 9 a.m., 10 a.m. & 5 p.m. Wednesday: 7:30 p.m.
This bulletin is published weekly. Edited by Andy Dobbs.
Send any articles for the bulletin to Preacher@covingtonchurchofchrist.com
Visit us on the web: www.covingtonchurchofchrist.com

9441 Bypass, P.O. Box 768, Covington, GA30015 --- [770] 787-1119
Elders: Dan Buselmeier, Andy Dobbs, Bill McIlvain
Deacons: John Paul Baker, Doug Davidson, Andy Fuller,
Marshall Irvin, Jason LaChappelle
November 24, 2013

Give Thanks!
By Daniel L. Holloway

These days, we hear much about our country's economic
woes. And we do not have to look far to find that society is
beset with plenty of other problems. Of course, each individual
has his own personal difficulties as well. To make sure that we
feel sufficiently miserable, we are often given to counting our
many troubles. If this is our attitude, there is a lesson which we
are in need of from God's word.
From Ephesians 5:20, we learn that we are to give "thanks
always for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
to God, even the Father." However, I fear that, too often, we
take our blessings for granted. We may even feel that we have
earned them, that they are ours solely because of our own
efforts. We must guard against such an attitude. The truth is
that "every good gift and every perfect gift is from above
and cometh down from the Father of lights" Jas1:17).
Although we may labor to get something, it is still from God in
that He makes it possible to obtain it.


Give Thanks!
continued

As Paul and Barnabas told the people of Lystra, "...he did good,
and gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons filling our
hearts with food and gladness" (Acts 14:17). Paul said of the
church in Corinth, "I have planted, Apollos watered; but God
gave the increase" (1 Cor. 3:6).
Not only does God provide us with material blessings, but our very
existence is dependent upon Him. Paul declared to the Athenians,
"...in him we live, and move, and have our being..." (Acts
17:28). Rather than feeling that God has cheated us if we do not
receive something that we want, we should be thankful for what we
have. "Come now, ye that say, today or tomorrow we will go
into this city, and spend a year there, and trade, and get gain:
whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. What is
your life? For ye are a vapor that appeareth for a little time,
and then vanisheth away. For that ye ought to say, If the Lord
will, we shall both live, and do this or that" (Jas. 4:13-15).
Also, we ought to be thankful for the spiritual blessings which God
offers. From Ephesians 1:3, we learn that God blesses with all
spiritual blessings in Christ. We do not earn these blessings
either. Paul explains, "...for by grace have ye been saved
through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;
not of works, that no man should glory" (Eph. 2:8,9).
However, there is a significant difference between the way in which
God bestows material blessings and the way in which He bestows
spiritual blessings. We may receive material blessings whether we
want them or not and without meeting any conditions for them. As
Christ said, "...he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and the
good, and sendeth rain on the just and the unjust" (Matt.
5:45). But spiritual blessings are not poured out on us whether we
want them or not. They must be accepted.
After preaching to the Jews of Antioch in Pisidia, Paul and Barnabas
told them that they were putting the word of God from them and
judging themselves unworthy of everlasting life (Acts 13:46). This
shows that we can reject the spiritual blessings that are in
Christ. On the other hand, Jesus said, "If a man love me, he will

keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come
unto him, and make our abode with him" (Jn. 14:23). We should
be thankful that He has given us the terms which must be followed to
receive His spiritual blessings: we must believe on Him (Jn. 8:24),
repent of our sins (Lk. 13:3,5), confess our faith (Matt. 10:32), and
be baptized for the remission of our sins (Mk. 16:16).
As Paul wrote, we ought to be "rooted and builded up" in Christ,
"established" in the faith, "abounding in thanksgiving" (Col.
2:7). But how can we be thankful for the spiritual blessings if we
have not accepted them? The spiritual things are much more
important than the material things which we prize so highly. That
which is material shall pass away with time, but that which is spiritual
will never fail (Matt. 6:19,20; 2 Cor. 4:16-18; Matt. 16:26).
We ought to be thankful for our material blessings because they truly
are blessings. We ought to be thankful for our lives. And we ought
to obey our God that we might receive the spiritual blessings, and
most of all, be thankful!


Identifying With A Local Congregation
selected

Sometimes members of the church move into a community and
never formally identify themselves with a congregation. Some visit
here and there, but never become engaged in a local church. They
would not do this in their work. They do not do this in their school. In
fact, we do not treat anything so lightly as we often do the church.
Every Christian should be a member of a local church. It is
scriptural, and therefore, bears God's approval (Rom. 16:1-2; 1 Cor.
16:3; Acts 9:26-28). It makes it possible for the "shepherds of the
flock" to tend the sheep (1 Pet. 5:2; Acts 20:28). It acquaints
Christians with one another and is a good environment for spiritual
living. It opens opportunities for service in His vineyard as members
become active in the church (Matt. 25:14-30; Mark 13:34). It
encourages others (Heb. 10:24).
The elders (shepherds, bishops, pastors) are charged with the
spiritual well-being of members. They cannot be responsible for you
if you have not placed yourself under their oversight. It is important
for you to identify yourself with a local congregation.


