SERVICE SCHEDULE for March 3, 2014
Announcements for the Week
Doug Davidson
Morning Service
Evening Service
Prayer- Phillip Dorn
Prayer- Andy Fuller
Song Leader- Dan Buselmeier
Song Leader- John Paul Baker
Communion:
-- Comments – Jason LaChappelle
Comments – Russ Sollars
-- Assisting –Jay Dobbs
Communion –Darryl Griffing
-- Assisting – David Johnson
-- Assisting – Dean Shacklock
-- Assisting – Todd Hudson
-- Scripture – Curran LaChappelle
Scripture – Kevin Criswell
Closing Prayer- Don Casper
Closing Prayer- Jason LaChappelle
Wednesday Night – March 5, 2014
First Prayer– Andy Fuller
Song Leader – Roger German
Invitation – John Paul Baker
Closing Prayer – Marshall Irvin
March 23 Evening Service: Andy Dobbs
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Elders: Dan Buselmeier, Andy Dobbs, Bill McIlvain
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Marshall Irvin, Jason LaChappelle
March 3, 2014

Who Said That?
1. I am but a little child; I know not how to go out or come in.

Upcoming Assignments

2. As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten; be zealous and repent.
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Gospel Meeting Next Week!
Our Gospel meeting with Coulter Wickerham is right around the corner. The
theme for this series of lessons is entitled “Graceonomics” with Matthew 18:22
as the central theme.
The titles for all 6 lessons will be printed in next week’s Bulletin. Submit any
addresses of people you want to invite to Bill. Thanks

Ladies Bible Study
The ladies have a bible class scheduled for the 1st & 3rd Monday of each month.
They meet here at the church building @ 7:00PM.



Schedule of Services
Sunday: 9 a.m., 10 a.m. & 5 p.m. Wednesday: 7:30 p.m.
This bulletin is published weekly. Edited by Bill McIlvain.
Send any articles for the bulletin to Preacher@covingtonchurchofchrist.com
Visit us on the web: www.covingtonchurchofchrist.com

3. Who is the Lord that I should obey his voice to let Israel go?
4. O my son Absalom, O Absalom, my son, my son!


Gospel Meeting March 9-12
Speaker: Coulter Wickerham – Lilburn, GA
Applied Graceonomics Matthew 18:22
Sunday
9 AM -Graceful Giving
(2 Corinthians 8-9)
10 AM -Grace Illustrated
(Gospels)
5 PM -Abundant Grace
(OT)
Monday thru Wednesday 7:30 PM
Monday
Saved By Grace
(Paul's Letters)
Tuesday
Grace Abused
(Ezekiel, Jude)
Wednesday Graceful Conversation
(Col 4, 1 Cor 13)


Learning To Think For Ourselves
By Rick Liggin

If you really want to grow up in Christ, then you’re going have
to learn to think for yourself! You’re going to have to come to
understand the word of God…for yourself and develop your
own faith, a faith that will motivate you to use the word of God
to make the kinds of choices that you must make to please Him!
Preachers and elders have to understand that if they really want
to help people grow, they have to help people…and let
people…think for themselves. Too often, elders and preachers
are tempted to simply “indoctrinate” church members, rather
than helping them to learn and think for themselves.
To indoctrinate someone is to teach him “to accept a set of
beliefs uncritically” (Oxford, p. 681); it is to get him to blindly and
unquestioningly accept a certain set doctrines! When a person
is simply indoctrinated, he does not think for himself, nor does
he develop a faith of his own.
Worse yet, when we as teachers indoctrinate, rather than teach
folks to think for themselves, we “lord it over” their
faith…something we must not do. The apostle Paul told the
Corinthians that he would not “lord it over” their faith, and then
added: “for in your faith you are standing firm” (2 Corinthians
1:24). People will only stand firm when they stand in a faith that
is their own…a faith based on their own understanding of God’s
word.
Indoctrinating people is certainly easier, but it doesn’t really
help them. Oh, they may say all the right things…the things the
teacher wants to hear; but they are not speaking from their own
faith. They are simply “parroting” the faith of their teacher, and
that’s not good!
At times, preachers fall prey to this temptation when people
want answers to their Bible questions. The temptation is to just
give the person the “bottom line” answer, rather than pointing
him to the word and helping him think through the answer for
himself.

After all, if the preacher takes the time to help him think through the
question for himself using the Bible, he may not reach the right answer
quickly. In fact, he may even at first reach the wrong answer…and
then more study and work will be required. In such cases, it’s so easy
to just give the “bottom line;” to answer the question for the guy and
send him on his merry way.
But such indoctrination will not really help the person. It only makes
him dependent upon his teacher…and it won’t affect any real or lasting
change in his behavior. Real and lasting change in people’s conduct
only comes when they are individually and personally convicted that
the change is necessary. Indoctrination with the “bottom line” does not
produce that kind of conviction.
Elders also, sometimes, fall prey to this temptation as they try to keep
unity in a local church. Independent thinking in Bible study, at times,
can produce a temporary diversity of views in a local church. Why?
Because not every member is equally capable of accurate, solid study,
nor of careful, clear thinking. And so, when a variety of differing views
begins to emerge within a congregation, elders are often tempted to
resort to “indoctrination.” They begin to discourage independent study
and independent thinking, and they even squash any effort to openly
study controversial issues. What they don’t realize is that when they
do this, they step over the line; they begin to “lord it over” the faith of
others…something even the apostle Paul said he would not do (2
Corinthians 1:24)!
Indoctrination does not help people grow up. It only cripples them.
Independent thinking and Bible study, on the other hand, will not hurt
a person…if his heart is right! If a person’s heart is right, he will, in the
end, find the Truth (Matthew 7:7). But if his heart is not right, he will
not be acceptable to God, even if we “lord it over” his faith by
indoctrinating him in the Truth. If we really want to stimulate growth,
then we must teach people to learn and think for themselves!

Answers from page 1
1. Solomon [1 Kings 3:7]
2. Jesus [Revelation 3:19]
3. Pharaoh [Exodus 5:2]
4. David [2 Samuel 19:4]


