SERVICE SCHEDULE for November 9, 2014 \

Announcements for the Week Marshall Irvin

Morning Service Evening Service
| Prayer- Jason LaChappelle Prayer- Jason LaChappelle
| Song Leader- Andy Dobbs Song Leader- Andy Dobbs
| Communion:

-- Comments — Doug Davidson
-- Assisting — Roger German
-- Assisting — David Johnson
-- Assisting — Mark Jones

-- Assisting — Justin Carr

-- Scripture — Phillip Dorn Scripture — Connor LaChappelle
Closing Prayer- Andy Fuller Closing Prayer- Scott Lucas

Wednesday Night — November 12, 2014
First Prayer— Russ Sollars

Song Leader — Roger German

Invitation — Josh Hudson

Closing Prayer — Curran LaChappelle

November 23 Evening Prayer Service
November 30 Song & Scripture Service

Comments — Marshall Irvin
Communion — Trey Irvin

Upcoming Assighments

November | Communion Cleaning

16 Davis Dorn, Williams, Irvin, Griffing

23 Denney Foxworthy, German, Sollars, Jones, Stewart

Ladies Bible Class --

The ladies bible class meets on the 1t and 3@ Monday of every month at
7PM. Next Scheduled meeting is November 17 here at the building.

Good Thoughts -- Success is not measured by what you accomplish, but
by the opposition you have encountered, and the courage with which you
have maintained the struggle against overwhelming odds. --Orison Marden
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Schedule of Services
Sunday: 9 a.m., 10 a.m. & 5 p.m. Wednesday: 7:30 p.m.

This bulletin is published weekly. Edited by Bill Mcllvain.
Send any articles for the bulletin to Preacher@covingtonchurchofchrist.com
Visit us on the web: www.covingtonchurchofchrist.com

Covington

Church 0 ChriS’[

9441 Bypass, P.O. Box 768, Covington, GA30015 --- [770] 787-1119
Elders: Dan Buselmeier, Andy Dobbs, Bill Mcllvain
Deacons: John Paul Baker, Doug Davidson, Andy Fuller,
Marshall Irvin, Jason LaChappelle

November 9, 2014
Letters

1. Who asked the high priest for letters of introduction to the
synagogues in Damascus?

2. Who sent letters of invitation to the tribes of Ephraim and
Manasseh asking them to join in a Passover celebration?

3. What leper carried a letter from the king of Syria to the king of
Israel?

4. Who sent a threatening letter designed to discourage Nehemiah
from his plans to rebuild Jerusalem?
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Captured!

By Kevin Cauley

Not long ago we watched as the nation of Iran took 15 British
sailors into captivity in the waters of the Persian Gulf. Though
controverted by England, Iran believed these hostages to have
crossed into their territorial waters thus transgressing the
borders of their nation. What is not in dispute is that they were
precariously near the border and as a result of their being so
near ended up being captured.
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Captured!

Continued

While in captivity, the
hostages were paraded on
- television and coerced to
2 speak out regarding their
: transgression.

They became instruments of
the government. Recently
the hostages were released
and rejoiced as they returned to their home country. We're
very happy that they are back home.

Looking at captivity from a spiritual perspective, 2 Timothy
2:25b-26 reads, “God may perhaps grant them repentance leading
to a knowledge of the truth, and they may escape from the snare of
the devil, after being captured by him to do his will.” This reflects
the state or condition in which all are who transgress God’s
will and fall into the hands of the devil; they are captured! And
while they are captured by the devil, they are bound to do his
will. What spiritual lessons can we draw from this analogy?

First, the proximity of those British sailors to the border
increased their chances of being captured. Had those British
hostages kept their distance from that line, they likely would
not have been captured. Similarly, when we don’t take sin
seriously and take chances by hanging out on the border
between right and wrong, Satan has a much easier time
capturing us. Several proverbs instruct the wise man not only
to stay away from wickedness, but to stay far away from it.
Proverbs 22:5 says plainly, “Thorns and snares are in the way of
the froward: he that doth keep his soul shall be far from them.”
See also Proverbs 4:24, Proverbs 5:8, Proverbs 30:8. The
wise man knows not to play along the border between right
and wrong, but to stay far away from wickedness.

Second, when those British sailors were captured they
became the instruments of the Iranian government. So also,
being captured by Satan through sin means becoming his

instrument as well. Romans 6:13 says, “Neither yield ye your
members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield
yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your
members as instruments of righteousness unto God.” Those who
cross that line between right and wrong and enter Satan’s
camp and become instruments to his desires.

Third, there is a way back home. Those British sailors were
fortunate to be able to return to their home after the Iranian
president allowed them to leave, though, they could have faced
serious penalties. The Bible tells us that the penalty for the
trespass of sin is death (Romans 6:23). There is, however, a
way out of that penalty through the grace of God. God sent
Jesus, His Son, to die in the place of the sinner and to bear the
guilt of man’s sin. “For he [God] hath made him [Jesus] to be sin
for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness
of God in him” (2 Corinthians 5:21). Because Jesus took our
place, He was able to redeem sinful man out of sin’s captivity
and bring him back to God. “Who gave himself for us, that he
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a
peculiar people, zealous of good works™ (Titus 2:14).

What a great blessing it is to know that God has provided a
way out of the captivity of sin. To escape, we need to accept
God's plan for our release and follow His instructions to return.
What must we do? Hear the gospel message (Romans 10:17);
believe that message (Hebrews 11:6); repent of the sin that
brought us into captivity in the first place (Acts 17:30); confess
Jesus as our new Lord (Romans 10:10); and be baptized in
water to show our obedience to our new master (Mark 16:16,
Hebrews 5:9). By so doing, our freedom is promised by God
and by continuing to live faithfully to Him we will remain His for
all eternity
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Answers from page 1

1. Paul [Acts 9:2]

2. Hezekiah [2 Chronicles 30:1-3]
3. Naaman [2 Kings 5:5-6]

4. Sanballat [Nehemiah 6:5-7]
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