SERVICE SCHEDULE for January 23, 2021
Announcements for the Week   	Cliff Davis	
Morning Service			Evening Service
Prayer- Cliff Davis			Prayer- Cliff Davis	
Song Leader- Curran LaChappelle	Song Leader- Bill McIlvain
-- Comments – Mark Tally		Comments – Ben Wofford
-- Assisting – Andy Fuller		Communion – Phillip Dorn
-- Assisting – Jared Davis
-- Assisting – Dean Shacklock
-- Assisting – Brandon Esque
-- Scripture – Ben Wofford 		Scripture – Cooper Newman
Closing Prayer- Phillip Dorn		Closing Prayer- Connor LaChappelle
Wednesday Night – January 26, 2021
First Prayer– Brandon Esque
Song Leader – Buck Phillips
Invitation – Connor LaChappelle
Closing Prayer – Andy Fuller
January 30 Evening Song & Prayer Service
Upcoming Assignments
	January
	Communion
	Cleaning

	23
	Johnson 
	Please Be Considerate

	30
	German
	Clean the area around your seat


[image: ]
Singing Class – 
If all goes well, the singing class will resume today at 4:30PM

Schedule of Services

Sunday: 9 a.m., 10 a.m. & 5 p.m. Wednesday: 7:00 p.m.
This bulletin is published weekly. Edited by Bill McIlvain.
Send any articles for the bulletin to Preacher@covingtonchurchofchrist.com
Visit us on the web: www.covingtonchurchofchrist.com



9441 Bypass, P.O. Box 768, Covington, GA30015 --- [770] 787-1119
Elders:  Jason LaChappelle, Bill McIlvain
Deacons: Cliff Davis, Darryl Griffing, Buck Phillips
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Kings, Pharaohs, & Other Rulers
1. What king did Esther marry?
2. What king of Judah was stricken with leprosy?
3. What Egyptian king fought against Judah and murdered Josiah?
4. What king was assassinated by Shallum after a six month reign?
Our Sins Are Like The Clouds
[image: ]You have seen a cloud drifting across the pure blue of the sky, and as you watch it, it breaks up and disappears forever. You will never see that cloud again.
So God deals with your sins. When you obey the Gospel you have been added to God’s family. Your new-found fellowship allows the blood of Christ to be effective. He blots out your transgressions just as He sweeps the cloud from your sight forever [1 John 1 6-10].
The Bible abounds in these assurances of utter removal of the penalty of sin from the child of God.
[bookmark: anchor1645622]  

Whatever Happened To Shame?
 By Jim Jonas
[bookmark: anchor1646310][bookmark: anchor5744524][bookmark: anchor1645802][bookmark: anchor551097]Shame is a powerful emotion. We have all felt the burning ears, the knot in our stomach, the horrible exposure of our mistake to the world and the eyes of our critics staring holes through us. Such self-awareness is an outgrowth of the conscience. Conscience is the mental capacity to judge our own behavior and assess its consistency against what we believe to be right. When we have been persuaded (by the rebuke of others or our own judgment) that we have behaved unacceptably, then the physical reactions of shame appear.
But so unpleasant are these reactions that we can minimize or suppress them. To do this, we must convince ourselves that our deviant behavior is actually normal or inconsequential – no matter what our upbringing or public opinion says to the contrary. This is called “searing” the conscience (1 Timothy 4:2). Certain elements of our society have long been devoted to searing our collective conscience – and succeeding.
At first it may seem liberating to be rid of shame, but as Dr. Joyce Brothers noted in a Parade article there are many harmful consequences that accompany shamelessness: “Rather than increasing our self-esteem, the suppression of shame does just the opposite: the lowering of our sights causes a deep discomfort. As psychiatrist Leon Wurmser wrote, ‘Where there is an unrestrained exposure of one’s emotions and of one’s body, a parading of secrets, a wanton intrusion of curiosity, [it has] become hard to express tender feelings, feelings of respect, of awe, of idealization, of reverence … The culture of shamelessness is also the culture of irreverence, of debunking and devaluing ideals’” (2/27/05). I don’t often agree with psychologists, but I do this time. Our culture is becoming more coarse, where profanity and nudity and rudeness are paraded in the public square and good people are dared to object.
What is God’s guidance in this matter? First, exposure to the truth helps recondition our conscience according to divine standards. Some of the Gentiles, who had long before lost their sense of shame and common decency, had learned the truth of the gospel. Paul says to them: “What fruit did you have then in the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death” (Romans 6:21). Satan can persuade us to boldly practice and trumpet to others behavior that is eternally fatal! But with proper instruction the conscience is restored and shame returns to help us make better choices.
Secondly, shame and embarrassment are not pleasant. They aren’t meant to be. But the proper reaction is not to kill shame but use it as a motivator. Peter says we should maintain “a good conscience, that when they defame you as evildoers, those who revile your good conduct in Christ may be ashamed” (1 Peter 3:16). Shamelessness despises goodness. This is because goodness is a constant thorn in the side of evil, refusing to play along as if nothing is awry. But it is much more affirming to stand for what is right and suffer “false shame” than give in to the self-degradation of a world without standards.
Warning: The searing of our conscience is often a gradual process, a slow erosion encouraged by the popular culture and media. We are sometimes very naïve about the potential of these forces to dull the edge of our conscience.


Answers from page 1
1. Ahasuerus, also known as Xerxes [Esther 1:1]
2. Uzziah, also known as Azariah [2 Kings 15:5]
3. Neco [2 Kings 23:29]
4. Zechariah [2 Kings 15:8-10]

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