SERVICE SCHEDULE for October 22, 2023
Announcements for the Week   	Buck Phillips		
Morning Service			Evening Service
Prayer- Buck Phillips			Prayer- Buck Phillips
Song Leader- Mark Tally		Song Leader- Bill McIlvain
-- Comments – Cliff Davis		Comments – John MacQuilliam
-- Assisting – Andy Fuller		Communion – Ron Bailey
-- Assisting – Jared Davis
-- Assisting – Gary Scott
-- Assisting – Brandon Esque
-- Scripture – Brandon Anderson	Scripture – Dan Woodward
Closing Prayer- Phillip Dorn		Closing Prayer- Phillip Dorn
Wednesday Night – October 25, 2023
First Prayer– Phillip Dorn
Song Leader – Cohen Esque
Invitation – Eli Hickey
[bookmark: _Hlk134286099]Closing Prayer – Andy Fuller
October 24 Evening Service – Ben Wofford
Upcoming Assignments
	October
	Communion
	Cleaning

	22
	Shacklock
	Please Be Considerate

	29
	Phillips
	Clean the area around your seat


[bookmark: _Hlk122180165]Memory Verse – Psalm 33:10
The LORD brings the counsel of the nations to nothing: He makes the plans of the peoples of no effect. 
Good Thoughts
One of Life’s Paradoxes the Blessing in Disguise. I’ve seen it before, and it just may happen again. I haven’t always got what I wanted. But, sometimes I’m glad that I didn’t get it. Why? Because what I got instead was so much better. We don’t always get what we want. And sometimes that’s good, because we don’t always know what is best.
Hem your blessings with gratitude lest they unravel.
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Schedule of Services

Sunday: 9 a.m., 10 a.m. & 5 p.m. Wednesday: 7:00 p.m.
This bulletin is published weekly. Edited by Bill McIlvain.
Send any articles for the bulletin to Office@covingtonchurchofchrist.com 
Visit us on the web: www.covingtonchurchofchrist.com
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Elders:  Jason LaChappelle, Bill McIlvain
Deacons: Cliff Davis, Darryl Griffing, Buck Phillips
[bookmark: anchor209909][bookmark: anchor36486386]October 22, 2023
Water Wonders
1. What judge wrung out a bowlful of water from a fleece in answer to prayer?
2. What river was turned into blood?
3. Who healed Jericho’s water supply by throwing salt into it?
4. When the Israelites in the wilderness complained about lack of water, where did the water come from?

Don’t Let Them Bring You Down
By David Diestelkamp
[bookmark: anchor1645622]“And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord” ~Ephesians 6:4
Bringing children up in the training and admonition of the Lord requires faith, intent, and perseverance. It has been correctly observed that raising children “isn’t for wimps.” For some, the level of the challenge is an excuse to compromise, while for others it is a perfecting and purifying upward calling.
Tests of godliness are greatest when they involve close relationships. Parents must not allow the bond they enjoy, and even crave, with their children to compromise the bond (fellowship) they have with God.        

Don’t Let Them Bring You Down
Continued
[bookmark: anchor208254]When a child is very young it is hard to imagine it could be anything but a joy to “bring them up.” However, when a child develops a will of its own, parents at times must choose between God’s will and the child’s will. Often it will be physically and emotionally easier to leave them to their own devices. Proverbs warns that this “child left to himself brings shame…” (Proverbs 29:15). Although it can be exasperating and create fissures in our relationships, we must not waver in our efforts to “bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord.”
Bill Cosby jokes that a parent’s true goal is really just one thing: quiet. Unfortunately there is more truth to this than we may like to admit. It is certainly quieter physically, emotionally, and relationship-wise to allow our children to have their way. Training and discipline require effort and sometimes conflict, both of which we usually try to avoid in life. It’s at times like these that we need to remember that doing nothing is doing something! “He who spares his rod hates his son, but he who loves him disciplines him promptly” (Proverbs  13:24).
Children will attempt to wear you down. They learn early the effectiveness of crying, then tantrums, then pouting, then begging, then threatening and shaming. They are testing if “no” means “no.” They are testing if this is the “training of the Lord” or just the parent’s selfish whim.
Children are supposed to be learning that honoring their father and mother is “…the first commandment with promise: that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth” (Ephesians 6:2-3). They are being taught to obey “…in the Lord, for this is right” (Ephesians 6:1). It isn’t about them always understanding why right is right. It certainly isn’t about them always agreeing that something is right. They are learning that you do things because they are right.
Right things aren’t changed by crying, tantrums, pouting, begging, threating and shaming. When such reactions wear parents down, resulting in compromise, children learn that “right” can be negotiated, compromised and changed. In the end, parental compromise of what is right in the name of peace can produce in children a sense of lawlessness and anarchy which touches both their physical and spiritual lives.
We’re to “bring up” our children, but if we’re not careful they can “bring us down.” For example, parents may swallow the line: “I love my child too much to tell them ‘no’” or “I couldn’t bear to discipline my child.” Although these wear the mask of love, they are not of God, but of the world.
We know that parents are tempted to change their convictions about modest clothing because their children want to be considered in style, attractive or popular. Heart strings are pulled when children say they are considered weird because they can’t stay out all night, go to a dance, or go to an immoral movie. Parents may see tears when they refuse to buy into the latest materialistic trend, opting for contentment with what they have. Refusing to miss church assemblies for school events, sports, and vacations will seem unreasonable to most, but not to godly parents. Even in worst case scenarios, teaching and rebuke will not be opposed, moral teaching like God’s law on divorce and remarriage will not be rewritten, and church discipline will not be rejected by Christians, even when application is made to their children. And when children decide that the God of the Bible too strict or politically incorrect, godly parents will not welcome the diluted idol god invented by modern religion to deceive children and parents alike.
Parents of faith are convinced that application of God’s will to their children’s lives is right and must not be compromised. Parents of faith are intent in their unwavering active training of their children in the way of God because it is what is best for them. Parents of faith persevere, holding to the application of truth no matter what the real or threatened consequence to self, child, or others.
Godly parents bring their children to Jesus because there is no other One to “bring them up.” “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life” (John 6:68). Parents, bring up your children in the training and admonition of the Lord. Do not let your children bring you, and them, down in the training and admonition of the world.

Answers from page 1
1. Gideon [Judges 6:38]
2. The Nile [Exodus 7:20]
3. Elisha [2 Kings 2:19-22]
4. A rock [Exodus 17:1-6; 20-1-11] 
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