SERVICE SCHEDULE for October 29, 2023
Announcements for the Week   	Darryl Griffing		
Morning Service			Evening Service
Prayer- Darryl Griffing			Prayer- Darryl Griffing
Song Leader- Roger German		Song Leader- Bill McIlvain
-- Comments – Andy Fuller		Comments – Curan LaChappelle
-- Assisting – Ben Wofford		Communion – Buck Phillips
-- Assisting – Jared Davis
-- Assisting – Mark Tally
-- Assisting – Ron Bailey
-- Scripture – Dan Woodward		Scripture – Phillip Dorn
Closing Prayer- Jason LaChappelle	Closing Prayer- Ron Bailey
Wednesday Night – November 1, 2023
First Prayer– Cliff Davis
Song Leader – Roger German
Invitation – Buck Phillips
[bookmark: _Hlk134286099]Closing Prayer – Phillip Dorn
Upcoming Assignments
	October
	Communion
	Cleaning

	29
	Phillips
	Please Be Considerate

	Nov 5
	Hickey
	Clean the area around your seat


[bookmark: _Hlk122180165]Memory Verse – Psalm 33:10
The LORD brings the counsel of the nations to nothing: He makes the plans of the peoples of no effect. 
Good Thoughts
Satan will always find you something to do when you ought to be occupied about that [regular, prayerful Bible study], if it is only arranging a window blind. ― Hudson Taylor 
Happiness is a mark of the righteous- not frustration, boredom, or a judgmental attitude. ― Jessica Nicholas, God Loves Justice
The bible is so simple you have to have someone else help you misunderstand it. ― Harmon Okinyo 
[bookmark: _Hlk138500275]
Schedule of Services

Sunday: 9 a.m., 10 a.m. & 5 p.m. Wednesday: 7:00 p.m.
This bulletin is published weekly. Edited by Bill McIlvain.
Send any articles for the bulletin to Office@covingtonchurchofchrist.com 
Visit us on the web: www.covingtonchurchofchrist.com



9441 Bypass, P.O. Box 768, Covington, GA30015 --- [770] 787-1119
Elders:  Jason LaChappelle, Bill McIlvain
Deacons: Cliff Davis, Darryl Griffing, Buck Phillips
[bookmark: anchor209909][bookmark: anchor36486386]October 29, 2023
Happening At The Altar
1. What judge and prophet built an altar to the Lord at Ramah?
2. What king was told to build an alter in a threshing place?
3. What rebellious son of David sought refuge from Solomon by holding on to the horns of the altar?
4. Who took bones out of the tombs and burned them on a altar to defile it?

I Could Have Been A Better Athlete 
By David Halbrook
By the age of 13, I had made the Little League All-Star team several years in a row and both hoped and expected to be able to continue doing that. But, my experiences in sports were not quite as successful in the following years which disappointed me. 
[bookmark: _GoBack][bookmark: anchor1645622]At that phase of my life, sports were very important to me—not more important than being a Christian but still pretty important. As I have looked back, I have wondered why my early success didn’t continue. Most likely, I was an early bloomer who was soon surpassed by more talented athletes. But I believe there’s another contributing factor, and as is en vogue today, in part I blame my parents for my lack of continued success                                        — 

I Could Have Been A Better Athlete 
Continued
If my parents had spent more time honing my athletic skills, I could have been a better athlete.  
Do not misunderstand—my parents took me to practices and games and gave me individual attention. They showed an interest in my areas of interest without pressure, while making the final decision for the activities of each member of their house (Joshua 24:15). But, they could have spent more time in the early mornings and evenings honing my skills.
Of course, that would have meant less time to read the Bible and pray together. And, since there were three of us children, it might have meant less time with or encouraging my brother or sister in their interests—but after all, am I my sibling’s keeper (Genesis 4:9)? It would have meant fewer opportunities to visit gospel meetings in the area, where I could meet other Christians.
And, in order to stir up my teammates and maintain my commitment to my team, I would have had to miss some nights of gospel meetings and Sunday or Wednesday assemblies and classes. It would have meant even less time was available to be with other Christians my age (outside of the church’s assembly) who were not on my athletic teams 
(Isn’t it odd how some parents want to find a local church “with young people,” but then they make little effort for their children to be with other young people outside of the assembly?). But, those things are a small price to pay for the joy of athletic success, right? Yep, my parents are to blame.
If my parents had spent more money, I could have been a better athlete.  
Again, be sure you understand—my parents spent money which allowed me to participate in the sports they allowed me to play. But, if they had spent more, I might have been better. I recently heard a mother call a financial advice call-in radio show. She asked whether it was fair to ask her fiancée to share the $500/week ($25,000/year) costs of figure skating lessons for her daughter (she said that she made $80,000 per year). Maybe if my parents had spent just $100/week on improving my athletic skills, then I could have kept up with the competition. 
Of course, doing so might have required that they contribute a smaller portion of their income to the Lord’s local work —but not necessarily. My mom could have done some extra work on the side. After all, the virtuous woman of Proverbs 31 was probably making and selling garments so that her children could have the luxuries of life (Proverbs 31:24). Maybe she would not have been able to participate in Bible studies with other women but, after all, are those commanded anyway (Titus 2:3-5)? 
Maybe she would have had less time to develop close spiritual relationships with other Christians, but she would still be giving her son (who already had health, friends, video games, books, etc.) things he hoped for like any “good mother” would do, right? Or, she would not have had to make any of those sacrifices—Dad could!
Instead, only my Dad’s work resulted in regular income. From that, my parents chose to regularly give to the Lord, as He allowed them to prosper (1 Corinthians 16:2). They had money to give to someone whom they knew was in need (Ephesians 4:28). They lived within their means and avoided the debt which adds pressure to the family as a whole. But, after all, everyone has their crosses to bear and anything is worth the smile on a child’s face, for whom hundreds of dollars are annually spent on athletics, right?
Have You Counted The Cost?  -- I could have been a better athlete during my teen years, but, in my opinion, it would have had a negative spiritual impact. Today, I can thank God and my parents that these are some of the reasons why I was not a better athlete. Parents, help your children find healthy interests and spend time with them doing those things. But emphasize, focus on, sacrifice for, and hone your children’s skills in learning about and serving God and His people. Do your best to maximize their potential as God’s children by bringing them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord (Ephesians 6:4).

Answers from page 1
1. Samuel [1 Samuel 7:17]
2. David [2 Samuel 24:18]
3. Adonijah [1 Kings 1:50]
4. Josiah [2 Kings 13:2] 
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