SERVICE SCHEDULE for October 8, 2023
Announcements for the Week   	Buck Phillips		
Morning Service			Evening Service
Prayer- Buck Phillips			Prayer- Buck Phillips
Song Leader- Eli Hickey		Song Leader- Curran LaChappelle
-- Comments – Jason LaChappelle	Comments – Cliff Davis
-- Assisting – Ernesto Almazan		Communion – Ben Wofford
-- Assisting – Mark Tally
-- Assisting – Ron Bailey
-- Assisting – Gary Scott
-- Scripture – Dean Shacklock		Scripture – Ron Bailey
Closing Prayer- Dan Woodward	Closing Prayer- Phillip Dorn
Wednesday Night – October 4, 2023
First Prayer– John MacQuilliam
Song Leader – Brandon Anderson
Invitation – Cliff Davis
[bookmark: _Hlk134286099]Closing Prayer – Roger German
October 24 Evening Service – Ben Wofford
Upcoming Assignments
	October
	Communion
	Cleaning

	8
	Dorn
	Please Be Considerate

	15
	Bailey
	Clean the area around your seat


[bookmark: _Hlk122180165]Memory Verse – Psalm 33:10
The LORD brings the counsel of the nations to nothing: He makes the plans of the peoples of no effect. 
Good Thoughts
When the church becomes popular in the world, the world becomes prominent in the church. 
When we get tangled up in our problems, be still. God wants us to be still so He can untangle the knot.
Earth provides enough to satisfy man’s need, but not every man’s greed. -- Gandhi
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Schedule of Services

Sunday: 9 a.m., 10 a.m. & 5 p.m. Wednesday: 7:00 p.m.
This bulletin is published weekly. Edited by Bill McIlvain.
Send any articles for the bulletin to Office@covingtonchurchofchrist.com 
Visit us on the web: www.covingtonchurchofchrist.com



9441 Bypass, P.O. Box 768, Covington, GA30015 --- [770] 787-1119
Elders:  Jason LaChappelle, Bill McIlvain
Deacons: Cliff Davis, Darryl Griffing, Buck Phillips
[bookmark: anchor209909][bookmark: anchor36486386]October 8, 2023
Assorted Wonders
1. Who made an ax head float on the water?
2. Who walked on the Sea of Galilee?
3. What did Moses do to heal the bitter waters of Marah?
4. Who was healed of leprosy after dipping seven times in the Jordan River?

The Slippery Slope Of Flattery 
By David Halbrook
When buying a car we look for one that will provide a smooth ride, not one that jolts and jostles on every bump in the road. When buying a car a smooth ride is fine, but smoothness of speech is not well spoken of in Scripture. When the Bible refers to someone speaking smoothly, it doesn’t refer to how many words and individual stumbles over, it refers to someone who chooses and uses their words in such a way that the hearer is taken on “a ride,” deceived.
If you try to climb a steep hill, there must be enough footing in order to progress toward the top, but if the hillside is slick there is little hop of climbing that hill. In the faith, we can be grounded and stable (Colossians 1:23), but flattering words are slick. In Psalm 73:18, the Hebrew words that is often translated “flattery” is here translated “slippery places.” The idea behind this word is that if we use or believe flattering words, we are in a slippery place. Beware of those things the Bible warns of as flattery. 
[bookmark: anchor1645622]
The Slippery Slope Of Flattery 
Continued
 “I will not show partiality to any man or use flattery toward any person. For I do not know how to flatter, else my Maker would soon take me away” (Job 32:21-22). God does not approve of flattering titles. By using them the hearer believes himself to be more important than he is. Each soul is important to God but flattering titles show partiality, against which Christians are warned because it is not in the character of God, whose character we are to follow (Acts 10:34).
[image: http://www.aubeacon.com/Images2011/Flattery.gif]The Pharisees loved to be flattered by titles, and Jesus addresses this foolishness (Matthew 23:5-10). Today, titles which elevate men to places God did not place them abound in the religious world. Why are there “pastors” who have no wife or children (1 Timothy 3:2, 4) and men bowing the knee to a man they call “Holy Father” (John 17:11)? When men believe that they are a pastor, though biblically unqualified, or that they are a “Holy Father,” they have fallen into the snare of accepting flattering titles.
“Everyone utters lies to his neighbor; with flattering lips and a double heart they speak” (Psalm 12:2). The Psalmist warns of those who speak with a double heart. Here a person speaks useless, idle words to gain some advantage--maybe to gain a trust to steal from them or to commit adultery with their mate. Perhaps a preacher will lie regarding his convictions to receive support--this is using flattering words, false words which gain the confidence of others for the sake of personal gain. Paul reminds the Thessalonians that he never did such a things among them (1 Thessalonians 2:5)
Spouses can be guilty of using flattering speech in order to gain something which they want. No Christian should use flattering words for personal gain, but should show wisdom and understanding in our speech (James 2:13).
“May the Lord cut off all flattering lips, the tongue that makes great boasts, those who say, ‘With our tongue we will prevail, our lips are with us; who is master over us?’” (Psalm 12:3-4). The smooth speaker is often the proud speaker. In this case they are flattering themselves. Those who announce their own strength forget God. Solomon said that these kinds of people are headed for a fall (Proverbs 16:18). 
To remain faithful to the Lord, we must be careful to remember that we must follow His way if we will be successful in getting to heaven. When we begin to believe that we can get to heaven without faithfully attending the “assembling of ourselves,” we have a proud mind (Hebrews 10:24-26).
“And now, go, write it before them on a tablet and inscribe it in a book, that it may be for the time to come as a witness forever. For they are a rebellious people, lying children, children unwilling to hear the instruction of the Lord; who say to the seers, ‘Do not see,’ and to the prophets, ‘Do not prophesy to us what is right; speak to us smooth things, prophesy illusions” (Isaiah 30:8-10). Isaiah warns the people who are asking the prophets to prophesy smooth things. In so doing, the people desire to avoid the bumpy road of hearing a message that will jolt their conscience because of their sin and demand repentance. They prefer the smooth road of a smooth message that will be positive, non-condemning, and non-controversial. 
Paul warns Timothy of the audience who wants their ears tickled. They will seek men who are willing to comply with that kind of preaching (2 Timothy 4:3). This preacher will talk often of heaven yet rarely of hell and who God said will be there. When an audience, which is made of people headed on the path to hell, hear a message that does not awaken them to their compromise and sin, they are simply being flattered. Of this preacher and audience, Jeremiah says “my people love to have it so. But what will you do when the end comes?” (Jeremiah 5:31). By failing to warn and properly discipline Christians who are guilty of sin, men follow the wide and broad path to hell (Matthew 7:13).
[bookmark: anchor8169916][bookmark: anchor8449947]The Bible warns of those who are willing to speak flattering speech, but it also warns of those who are willing to hear it. All flattering speakers, along with those whom they deceive, will be separated from God. Therefore, let us not be deceived (1 Corinthians 6:9; Galatians 6:7). 
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Answers from page 1
1. Elisha [2 Kings 2:19-22]
2. Jesus and Peter [Matthew 14:25-31]
3. He cast a tree into the waters [Exodus 15:23-25]
4. Naaman the Syrian [2 Kings 5:14] 
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