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Just Like the Days of Noah
Reading – Matthew 24:35-44
The one great central prophecy of the NT is the Second Coming of Christ in judgment. Matthew 24 reveals facts about the Lord's coming.
(Matthew 24:35-36)  "Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away. {36} "But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only.
(1 Thessalonians 5:1-4)  But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need that I should write to you. {2} For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night. {3} For when they say, "Peace and safety!" then sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape. {4} But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a thief.
(2 Peter 3:10) But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up.
(Matthew 25:13)  "Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming.

THE CONTEXT OF MATT. 24.  (Matthew 24:1-3) Then Jesus went out and departed from the temple, and His disciples came up to show Him the buildings of the temple. {2} And Jesus said to them, "Do you not see all these things? Assuredly, I say to you, not one stone shall be left here upon another, that shall not be thrown down." {3} Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, "Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?"
He gave them many signs (vs. 4-31) and concluded by saying -- (Matthew 24:32-34) "Now learn this parable from the fig tree: When its branch has already become tender and puts forth leaves, you know that summer is near. {33} "So you also, when you see all these things, know that it is near; at the doors! {34} "Assuredly, I say to you, THIS GENERATION WILL BY NO MEANS PASS AWAY TILL ALL THESE THINGS TAKE PLACE.
Beginning with verse 35, there is a change in our Lord's words, which answer the second part of the disciples’ question. (Matthew 24:35-36) "Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away. {36} "But of that day ...” What day? When heaven and earth shall pass away... and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only.---  (Mark 13:32)  "But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.--- (Matthew 24:37)  "But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.
It is wrong to speculate, and to teach that His coming is near. (Colossians 2:18)  Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false humility and worship of angels, intruding into those things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind,

THE SIMILARITIES BETWEEN THE DAYS OF NOAH AND NOW.  
1. Unrighteousness:  Genesis 6:5-8 - the thoughts of their hearts were only evil continually.
(2 Peter 2:4-10)  For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment; {5} and did not spare the ancient world, but saved Noah, one of eight people, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood on the world of the ungodly; {6} and turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, condemned them to destruction, making them an example to those who afterward would live ungodly; {7} and delivered righteous Lot, who was oppressed by the filthy conduct of the wicked {8} (for that righteous man, dwelling among them, tormented his righteous soul from day to day by seeing and hearing their lawless deeds); {9} then the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations and to reserve the unjust under punishment for the day of judgment, {10} and especially those who walk according to the flesh in the lust of uncleanness and despise authority.,
2. 
Secular Activities. (Matthew 24:38)  "For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark,
(Luke 8:14)  "Now the ones that fell among thorns are those who, when they have heard, go out and are choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to maturity.
(2 Timothy 2:4)  No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please him who enlisted him as a soldier.
3. Lack of knowledge of divine things.  (Matthew 24:38-39) "For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, {39} "AND DID NOT KNOW UNTIL THE FLOOD CAME AND TOOK THEM ALL AWAY, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.
(2 Peter 2:5)  and [God] did not spare the ancient world, but saved Noah, one of eight people, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood on the world of the ungodly;
(2 Thessalonians 1:6-9) since it is a righteous thing with God to repay with tribulation those who trouble you, {7} and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, {8} in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. {9} These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power… 
4. Day of Doom:  (1 Peter 3:20)  who formerly were disobedient, when once the Divine longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight souls, were saved through water.
(Matthew 7:13-14)  "Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. {14} "Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.
(Romans 14:11) For it is written: "As I live, says the LORD, Every knee shall bow to Me, And every tongue shall confess to God." 
(2 Peter 3:9) The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.

ANOTHER SIMILARITY: THE DAY OF SALVATION.    
(Hebrews 11:6)  But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.
(2 Peter 3:5-7; 10-13)  For this they willfully forget: that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of water and in the water, {6} by which the world that then existed perished, being flooded with water. {7} But the heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the same word, are reserved for fire until the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men…{10} But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. {11} Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, {12} looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? {13} Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.
Revelation 22:20. The Lord said, "Surely I am coming quickly."  John's reply is commendable, "Amen.  Even so, come Lord Jesus!"
Let us by faith heed God's warnings and instructions that will save us from destruction and give us eternal life. (2 Peter 3:7) But the heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the same word, are reserved for fire until the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.

