6
What Makes Up Your Life?
Reading: Luke 12:13-21
A man’s life does not consist of the things he possesses.
Fill in the blank: My life consists of _________________________________________

SET PRIORITIES TO HAVE BALANCE Christianity has not been tried and found wanting, it has been found difficult and therefore, rarely tried. [C K Chesterton]
(Luke 20:25) "Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's."
Romans 13:7 Render therefore to all their due: 

WHEN IS ENOUGH ENOUGH?
(2 Corinthians 5:10) For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. Every choice is also a choice NOT to do something else.
It is not difficult for a Christian to make a decision between things that are clearly bad or clearly good. The problem lies in choosing between two good things.
The Tyranny of the Trivial eats up our time and effectiveness in life. 
Essential>Important>Interesting>Enjoyable>Sinful
When we are finished doing all of the trivial things of our busy day it’s easy to see how prayer or meaningful meditation or discussion gets crowded out.

DO THE RIGHT THING “The biggest mistake businesses make is in trying to do things right instead of doing the right things” [Pete Drucker]
Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. (Matthew 6:33)
Prayer, reading & meditation may be the most important 15 minutes you can spend every day.  Do you know that 15 minutes only comes out to 1/96th of a day? Doesn’t God deserve at least that much?
(Ecclesiastes 3:1-13) To everything there is a season, A time for every purpose under heaven: {2} A time to be born, And a time to die; A time to plant, And a time to pluck what is planted; {3} A time to kill, And a time to heal; A time to break down, And a time to build up; {4} A time to weep, And a time to laugh; A time to mourn, And a time to dance; {5} A time to cast away stones, And a time to gather stones; A time to embrace, And a time to refrain from embracing; {6} A time to gain, And a time to lose; A time to keep, And a time to throw away; {7} A time to tear, And a time to sew; A time to keep silence, And a time to speak; {8} A time to love, And a time to hate; A time of war, And a time of peace. {9} What profit has the worker from that in which he labors? {10} I have seen the God-given task with which the sons of men are to be occupied. {11} He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also He has put eternity in their hearts, except that no one can find out the work that God does from beginning to end. {12} I know that nothing is better for them than to rejoice, and to do good in their lives, {13} and also that every man should eat and drink and enjoy the good of all his labor; it is the gift of God.
(1 Timothy 5:8) But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. But only in the proper perspective

SELFISHNESS  (1 Timothy 4:8) For bodily exercise profits a little, but godliness is profitable for all things, having promise of the life that now is and of that which is to come.
To do the really selfish thing is to do the selfless acts of kindness toward others. (Matthew 25:40) Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.
(1 Corinthians 15:58)  ... knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.
