








✓ 40-Year Time Span….

✓ Important Factors
In Common….



“Hero”….

1. Real People Called To Action In Danger-

ous Circumstances.

2. Showed Personal Initiative and Courage.

3. Sacrificed Comfort/Personal Safety To 

Rescue Another Person.



Operation

Rescue



Operation

Rescue

“ (19) Brethren, if anyone among 
you wanders from the truth, and 
someone turns him back, (20) let 

him know that he who turns a 
sinner from the error of his way 
will save a soul from death and 

cover a multitude of sins”

(James 5:19-20; NKJV)
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Teaching Text
Audience “Brethren” (5:7,9,10,12,14,15,16)

Scope “Anyone” (Insert Your Name)

Known “Among You”

Situation “Wanders From The Truth”

Instrument “Someone” (Insert Your Name)

Rescue “Turns Him Back” (Lk. 22:32)

Description “Sinner…Error…His Way”

Eternal “Save A Soul From Death”

Immediate “Cover A Multitude Of Sins”

James

5:19-20
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James 5:19-20

Can We Really
Make A 

Difference?
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Turning

Points

James 5:19
&

Luke 15:17

➔ Step by Step
➔ Over Time
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Turning

Points

➔ “We Miss You…”
➔ Hug at Starbucks
➔ Personal Notes
➔ Text Messages
➔ Phone Calls

➔ Favorite Hymn
➔ Reading The Bible
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Turning

Points

Ezekiel 37:1-14
• Setting (1-3)

• Instructions (4-6)

• Obedience (7-10)

• Restoration (11-14)
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Turning

Points

(7)So I prophesied as I was commanded; and as 
I prophesied, there was a noise, and suddenly 
a rattling; and the bones came together, bone 
to bone.

(8) Indeed, as I looked, the sinews and the flesh 
came upon them, and the skin covered them 
over; but there was no breath in them.

(9)Also He said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, 
prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, 
‘Thus says the Lord GOD:  Come from the four 
winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, 
that they may live.’”

(10) So I prophesied as He commanded me, and 
breath came into them, and they lived, and 
stood upon their feet, an exceedingly great 
army.Ezek. 37:7-10
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Turning

Points

Five Observations

➔ Easy To Do.

➔ Personal Initiative.

➔ Simultaneous Efforts.

➔ Consistency.

➔ Cumulative Impact.
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Luke

15:11-32:

Prodigal

Son

Relationship (11-12)
Reception (12)

Rebellion (13,30)
Reduction (14-16)
Realization (17)
Reflection (17)

Responsibility (17-21)
Resolve (18-19)
Return (20-21)

Rejoicing (22-24)
Reaction (25-32)
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Luke

15:17-21

(17)  But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my 
father’s hired servants have bread enough and to spare, and I 

perish with hunger!

(18) I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, 
“Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you,

(19) And I am no longer worthy to be called your son.  Make 
me like one of your hired servants.”

(20) And he arose and came to his father.  But when he was 
still a great way off, his father saw him and had 

compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him.

(21) And the son said to him, “Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and in your sight, and am no longer worthy to be 

called your son.”
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Luke

15:17-21

Realization (17)
Reflection (17)

Responsibility (17-21)
Resolve (18-19)
Return (20-21)

Biblical
Repent.
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Luke

15:17-21

Realization (17)
Reflection (17)

Responsibility (17-21)
Resolve (18-19)
Return (20-21)

Biblical
Repent.

Rescuing Yourself!



Operation

Rescue

- Practical Points -
(James 5:19-20)

- Turning Points -
(Ezekiel 37:7-10)

- Personal Points -
(Luke 15:17-21)



Will Be             
Somebody’s “Hero”?

1. Call To Action – Delicate/Tense Circumstances.

2. Requires Personal Initiative, Courage, Humility.

3. Leave Comfort Zone To Save A Soul From Death?



Have You Submitted

To Jesus?

1. Faith in God & Jesus

(Heb. 11:6; Jn. 8:24)

2.  Turn to God in Repentance

(Acts 17:30)

3. Confess Your Faith in Jesus

(Acts 8:37; Rom. 10:9-10)

4. Baptized For Remission of Sins 

(Acts 2:38; 22:16; Rom. 6:3-5)

5. Live Faithfully Each Day

(Rev. 2:10)

Have You Returned

To Jesus?

1. Realization

(Lk. 15:17; Acts 8:21-23)

2. Biblical Repentance

(Lk. 15:18-21; Acts 8:22)

3. Confess Your Sin(s)

(Lk. 15:21; 1 Jn. 1:9)

4. Pray For Forgiveness

(Acts 8:22,24; Jas. 5:16)

5. Live Faithfully Each Day

(Rev. 2:10)

(Mt. 28:18-20; Mk. 16:15-16; Lk. 24:46-47) Mt. 28:18; Jn. 16:12-13; Acts 2:42)


