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Perception
Reading - 1 Samuel 13:8-14

Perceive means ___________________________________
(Proverbs 5:22-23) His own iniquities entrap the wicked man, And he is caught in the cords of his sin. {23} He shall die for lack of instruction, And in the greatness of his folly he shall go astray.

CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING BIBLICAL EXAMPLES:
1. __________________________ (1 Samuel 15:22) Then Samuel said: "Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, As in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams.
2.  _________________________ (II Samuel 11:2-12:23)  (II Samuel 24:1-25)
3.  _________________________ (Nehemiah 6:10-14)  Afterward I came to the house of Shemaiah, who was a secret informer; and he said, "Let us meet together in the house of God, within the temple, and let us close the doors of the temple, for they are coming to kill you; indeed, at night they will come to kill you." {11} And I said, "Should such a man as I flee? And who is there such as I who would go into the temple to save his life? I will not go in!" {12} Then I perceived that God had not sent him at all, but that he pronounced this prophecy against me because Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him. {13} For this reason he was hired, that I should be afraid and act that way and sin, so that they might have cause for an evil report, that they might reproach me. {14} My God, remember Tobiah and Sanballat, according to these their works, and the prophetess Noadiah and the rest of the prophets who would have made me afraid.
4. __________________________  [I Kings 13] "eat no bread, nor drink water, not return by the same way" he had come.  (vs. 9)  
5. __________________________  (Matthew 13:11-15) Jesus answered and said to them, "Because it has been given to you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given. {12} "For whoever has, to him more will be given, and he will have abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him. {13} "Therefore I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. {14} "And in them the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled, which says: 'Hearing you will hear and shall not understand, And seeing you will see and not perceive; {15} For the hearts of this people have grown dull. Their ears are hard of hearing, And their eyes they have closed, Lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears, Lest they should understand with their hearts and turn, So that I should heal them.'
6. __________________________ (Acts 8:20-23) But Peter said to him, "Your money perish with you, because you thought that the gift of God could be purchased with money! {21} "You have neither part nor portion in this matter, for your heart is not right in the sight of God. {22} "Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the thought of your heart may be forgiven you. {23} "For I see that you are poisoned by bitterness and bound by iniquity."



SO WHAT ARE CHRISTIANS TO PERCEIVE?
1.  ______________________________ (Proverbs 1:2-6) To know wisdom and instruction, To perceive the words of understanding, {3} To receive the instruction of wisdom, Justice, judgment, and equity; {4} To give prudence to the simple, To the young man knowledge and discretion; {5} A wise man will hear and increase learning, And a man of understanding will attain wise counsel, {6} To understand a proverb and an enigma, The words of the wise and their riddles.
2.  ______________________________ (Proverbs 14:7) Go from the presence of a foolish man, When you do not perceive in him the lips of knowledge.
3.  ______________________________ (1 John 4:1) Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.

PROPER PERCEPTION WILL……….
1. ______________________________ (1 Thessalonians 5:22) "Abstain from every form of evil."
2.  ______________________________ 
3.  ______________________________  (1 Peter 5:8) Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.
a.  (Ephesians 6:11) Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.
4. _______________________________  (Galatians 6:1-3) Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted. {2} Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. {3} For if anyone thinks himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself.
5. _______________________________ 

