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Your Attitude Toward Sin
Reading – 2 Peter 2:15-22

As many of you know we are into the flea and tick season. Can you see where we are leading to in regard to sin? 

FEEDS ON OUR LIFE.
(Leviticus 17:14) "for it is the life of all flesh. Its blood sustains its life. Therefore I said to the children of Israel, 'You shall not eat the blood of any flesh, for the life of all flesh is its blood. Whoever eats it shall be cut off.'  - “The life of all flesh is its blood.”
(Psalms 41:4)"LORD, be merciful to me; Heal my soul, for I have sinned against You." 
(Proverbs 8:36) But he who sins against me wrongs his own soul; We wrong or harm our soul when we sin.

SINS MAY START SMALL ENOUGH THAT THEY ARE HARD TO NOTICE.
Sin left untreated often grows and leads to more sin. 
2 Samuel 11 chronicles David’s sins. 
The longer parasites are established, the harder it is to get rid of them.

UNTREATED OR UNREPENTED CAN LEAD TO DEATH.
Malaria, Rocky Mountain spotted fever and Lyme’s disease.
Sin leads to death. (James 1:14-15)  But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. {15} Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death.
(Ezekiel 18:20)  "The soul who sins shall die. The son shall not bear the guilt of the father, nor the father bear the guilt of the son. The righteousness of the righteous shall be upon himself, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon himself. 
(Genesis 4:7) "If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin lies at the door. And its desire is for you, but you should rule over it." 

DEALNG WITH PARASITES AND SIN -- good maintenance.
(James 3:2-10)  For we all stumble in many things. If anyone does not stumble in word, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle the whole body. {3} Indeed, we put bits in horses' mouths that they may obey us, and we turn their whole body. {4} Look also at ships: although they are so large and are driven by fierce winds, they are turned by a very small rudder wherever the pilot desires. {5} Even so the tongue is a little member and boasts great things. See how great a forest a little fire kindles! {6} And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity. The tongue is so set among our members that it defiles the whole body, and sets on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire by hell. {7} For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and creature of the sea, is tamed and has been tamed by mankind. {8} But no man can tame the tongue. It is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. {9} With it we bless our God and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in the similitude of God. {10} Out of the same mouth proceed blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not to be so.
(1 John 2:16) For all that is in the world; the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life; is not of the Father but is of the world.


AVOID INFESTED AREAS
(Proverbs 4:14-15) Do not enter the path of the wicked, And do not walk in the way of evil. {15} Avoid it, do not travel on it; Turn away from it and pass on.
1 Thessalonians 5:22 “Abstain from every form of evil.”
1 Corinthians 15:33 - “Evil company corrupts good habits.”
(1 Corinthians 5:9-10)  I wrote to you in my epistle not to keep company with sexually immoral people. {10} Yet I certainly did not mean with the sexually immoral people of this world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world.
(Ephesians 6:11-17) Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. {12} For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. {13} Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. {14} Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, {15} and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; {16} above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. {17} And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God;
(James 4:7-8) Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. {8} Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 
2 Corinthians 13:5 “Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith.”
(1 John 3:4)  Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness.

SELF-EXAMINATION IS NOT ALWAYS ENOUGH.
(Hebrews 3:13)  but exhort one another daily, while it is called "Today," lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.
(James 5:20) let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins.
Unless you haven’t been paying attention you know we are NOT making application to ticks, but to sin.

WHAT DO YO DO WHEN YOU GET SICK?
The more “wellness” visits we make, the less sick visits we will have to make.
(Mark 2:17)  When Jesus heard it, He said to them, "Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance." The more “wellness” visits we make to God, the less sick visits we will have to make.
(Acts 8:22)  "Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the thought of your heart may be forgiven you.
The worse that can happen to you if you fail to properly deal with a physical illness is that you may lose your physical life. The consequence pale in comparison to what can happen to you if you fail to properly deal with sin.  
You may forever lose your spiritual life.
How is your attitude toward sin now?
