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Cornelius
 Reading:  ACTS 10 :1-7; 22
3 Things contributed to The Greatness of Cornelius:

1. FAITH :
Faith was not in his own abilities.
Faith motivated his prayer life.
God answered the prayers of Cornelius by providing him the way of salvation. (James 1:5-8) If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. {6} But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. {7} For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; {8} he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.
Faith gives confidence. (Hebrews 4:15-16) For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. {16} Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
Benjamin Franklin, "The man who does things makes many mistakes, but he never makes the biggest mistake of all -- doing nothing." 
(Philippians 3:12-14) Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. {13} Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, {14} I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.
 
2. OBEDIENCE:
Cornelius demonstrated his faith by obeying the commands of God. (Acts 10:33)  “So I sent to you immediately, and you have done well to come. Now therefore, we are all present before God, to hear all the things commanded you by God.”
Since Cornelius was speaking in tongues we could have assumed he was saved and not submit to be baptized.
His faith was in the realization that he had to obey ALL of God’s commands in order to be saved.

3. RESPECT:
As Christians we need a good reputation. (1 Peter 2:12) having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation.
He understood the power of the Lord and that made him thirst for God. (Psalms 42:1-2) As the deer pants for the water brooks, So pants my soul for You, O God. {2} My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When shall I come and appear before God?

Our greatest opportunity for service is to tell others about the wonderful blessings we possess as Children of God. (Romans 8:17) and if children, then heirs; heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together.
