A Famine For The Word
Readings – Amos 8:11-14

[Amos 6:1-6] Woe to you who are at ease in Zion, And trust in Mount Samaria, Notable persons in the chief nation, To whom the house of Israel comes! 2 Go over to Calneh and see; And from there go to Hamath the great; Then go down to Gath of the Philistines. Are you better than these kingdoms? Or is their territory greater than your territory? 3 Woe to you who put far off the day of doom, Who cause the seat of violence to come near; 4 Who lie on beds of ivory, Stretch out on your couches, Eat lambs from the flock And calves from the midst of the stall; 5 Who sing idly to the sound of stringed instruments, And invent for yourselves musical instruments like David; 6 Who drink wine from bowls, And anoint yourselves with the best ointments,     But are not grieved for the affliction of Joseph!
[Deuteronomy 8:11-17] “Beware that you do not forget the Lord your God by not keeping His commandments, His judgments, and His statutes which I command you today,  12lest—when you have eaten and are full, and have built beautiful houses and dwell in them;  13and when your herds and your flocks multiply, and your silver and your gold are multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied;  14when your heart is lifted up, and you forget the Lord your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage… — 17then you say in your heart, ‘My power and the might of my hand have gained me this wealth.’ 
 [Luke 8:14] Now the ones that fell among thorns are those who, when they have heard, go out and are choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to maturity.  
[Amos 2:6-7] Thus says the Lord: “For three transgressions of Israel, and for four, I will not turn away its punishment, Because they sell the righteous for silver, And the poor for a pair of sandals. 7 They pant after the dust of the earth which is on the head of the poor, And pervert the way of the humble. A man and his father go in to the same girl, To defile My holy name. 
[Hebrews 4:12-13] For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  13And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account. 
[Philippians 3:18-19] For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ:  19whose end is destruction, whose god is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame — who set their mind on earthly things..  


[Amos 8:4-10]  Hear this, O ye that swallow up the needy, even to make the poor of the land to fail, 5Saying, when will the new moon be gone, that we may sell corn? and the Sabbath, that we may set forth wheat, making the ephah small, and the shekel great, and falsifying the balances by deceit?  6That we may buy the poor for silver, and the needy for a pair of shoes; yea, and sell the refuse of the wheat?  7The LORD hath sworn by the excellency of Jacob, Surely I will never forget any of their works.  8Shall not the land tremble for this, and every one mourn that dwelled therein? and it shall rise up wholly as a flood; and it shall be cast out and drowned, as by the flood of Egypt.  9And it shall come to pass in that day, said the Lord GOD, that I will cause the sun to go down at noon, and I will darken the earth in the clear day:  10And I will turn your feasts into mourning, and all your songs into lamentation; and I will bring up sackcloth upon all loins, and baldness upon every head; and I will make it as the mourning of an only son, and the end thereof as a bitter day. 
[Amos 8:13] In that day shall the fair virgins and young men faint for thirst.  
[Isaiah 40:30] Even the youths shall faint and be weary, And the young men shall utterly fall, 
[2 Chronicles 36:16] But they mocked the messengers of God, despised His words, and scoffed at His prophets, until the wrath of the Lord arose against His people, till there was no remedy.
[Matthew 16:26] For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?
[1 Peter 2:1-3] Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking,  2as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow £thereby,  3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious.
[Psalm 1:1-3] Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 2 but his delight is in the law  of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night. 3 He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers. 
[Psalms 119:33-40] Teach me, O Lord, the way of Your statutes, And I shall keep it to the end. 34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep Your law; Indeed, I shall observe it with my whole heart. 35 Make me walk in the path of Your commandments, For I delight in it. 36 Incline my heart to Your testimonies, And not to covetousness. 37    Turn away my eyes from looking at worthless things, And revive me in Your way. 38    Establish Your word to Your servant, Who is devoted to fearing You. 39 Turn away my reproach which I dread, For Your judgments are good. 40 Behold, I long for Your precepts; Revive me in Your righteousness. 
